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Statement of intent  

Gosforth Central Middle School is a vibrant, enthusiastic, forward-thinking and safe learning 

environment in which pupils are given every opportunity to complete a fulfilling education. 

We believe that homework plays an important part in education and the benefit of doing 

homework must be instilled at an early age so that independent study can be achieved. The 

latest research suggests that homework is most beneficial when it directly links to what is 

being taught in school. At GCMS, we believe that strengthening pupils’ recall and deepening 

their connections between learning is fundamental to success. As such, we have revamped 

our homework policy based on the latest research in education psychology.  

Learning can be defined as a change in long-term memory. When we transfer knowledge 
from our working memory to our long-term memory, the connections are strengthened in our 
brain, so that knowledge is less likely to be forgotten in the future. In order to support pupils’ 
learning in school, homework at GCMS now provides pupils with opportunities to recall and 
revisit skills which they have been taught in school. 

Research indicates that one of the most important factors in your child's academic success 
is engaging in regular, brief learning activities which help them to know more and remember 
more. These activities, called Retrieval Practice, will replace the previous homework 
assignments to be completed ‘beyond the bricks’ of the classroom. Retrieval Practice has 
consistently been found to be an effective way of making sure learning sticks. 

We expect all pupils to take responsibility for completing their retrieval practice, ensuring that 
the content and skills learned in lessons can be easily retrieved days, weeks, months, and 
even years later.  

We are also aware that pupils have opportunities and experiences outside of school that are 

equally important in developing and enriching their lives. We will give careful consideration to 

ensuring additional retrieval practice is well-balanced across the school. 

This policy was developed in consultation with staff members, parents/carers and pupils (both 

past and present), and with the full agreement of the governing board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Aims 

This policy aims to: 

• Develop a consistent approach to tasks ‘beyond the bricks’ throughout the school. 

• Make sure that teaching staff, parents/carers and pupils are aware of their 

responsibilities with regards to retrieval practice tasks set. 

• Ensure that parents/carers understand what is expected of their child. 

• Encourage pupils to develop the responsibility and self-discipline required for 

independent study. 

• Embed knowledge and support pupils’ learning experiences via revision and 

reinforcement. 

• Work with parents/carers and involve them in their child’s learning, and to keep them 

informed about the work their child is undertaking. 

• Use retrieval practice tasks as a tool for raising standards of attainment. 

• Extend learning beyond the classroom. 

• Give pupils further practise and a deeper understanding of skills, knowledge and 

concepts learned during the school day.  

Legal framework 

This policy has due regard to all relevant statutory and good practice guidance including, but 

not limited to, the following:  

• DfE (2019) ‘Ways to reduce workload in your school(s)’ 

• EEF (2021) ‘Homework impact review’ 

• Ofsted (2022) ‘School inspection handbook’ 

• Ofsted (2022) ‘School monitoring handbook’ 

 

This policy operates in conjunction with the following school policies: 

• Assessment and Feedback Policy 

• Teaching and Learning Policy  

• Behaviour Policy 

• Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy 

• Attendance Policy 

Roles and responsibilities 

The headteacher and governing body will be responsible for: 

• Monitoring the effectiveness of this policy. 

• Reviewing this policy annually and making appropriate updates as required. 

• Discussing with staff the extent to which this policy is being implemented. 

• Meeting with parents/carers and discussing the impact of retrieval practice as 

appropriate. 

• Providing parents/carers with information about retrieval practice. 

• Informing new parents/carers about this policy. 



 

• Monitoring the effectiveness of inclusivity and accessibility of work to be completed 

‘beyond the bricks’. 

Heads of Departments will be responsible for:  

• Ensuring all members of staff within their department are aware of the school’s ‘Beyond 

the Bricks: Retrieval Practice’ policy.  

• Monitoring the effectiveness of this policy within their department and reporting their 

findings back to the headteacher.  

• Answering any queries that teaching staff have regarding this policy and the school’s 

practices.  

Teachers will be responsible for: 

• Planning and setting up a regular programme of retrieval practice for pupils to be 

completed ‘beyond the bricks’ of the classroom.  

• Providing an explanation of tasks and ensuring that all pupils understand what they 

have to do. 

• Ensuring all retrieval practice tasks are purposeful and link directly to the curriculum. 

• Setting retrieval practice that is appropriate to pupils’ abilities. 

• Monitoring retrieval practice regularly and making sure pupils are completing it. 

• Providing feedback on work that is completed ‘beyond the bricks’. 

• Communicating with parents/carers if there is a problem regarding tasks that have 

been completed/ are incomplete. 

• Being available to parents/carers and pupils for a discussion about work that has been 

set. 

• Ensuring work ‘beyond the bricks’ takes equal opportunities into account and that the 

needs of pupils with disabilities are considered. 

• Rewarding quality work and praising pupils who regularly complete compulsory 

retrieval practice (especially if of good quality and submitted early). 

• Rewarding quality work and praising pupils who regularly complete optional work 

‘beyond the bricks’ with integrity and/or tenacity points. 

 

Parents/carers will be responsible for: 

• Supporting and encouraging their child with regards to completing their retrieval 

practice tasks. 

• Becoming involved in their child’s work ‘beyond the bricks’ and encouraging their child 

to have a positive attitude towards it. 

• Making sure that their child completes retrieval practice to a high standard and on time. 

• Providing suitable conditions and resources for their child to complete set tasks. 

• Informing teachers of any issues that may arise and co-operating with the school to 

find a solution. 

• Keeping the school informed of any change in circumstances which may affect their 

child’s learning and ability to complete tasks effectively. 

• Encouraging their child to discuss work which has been completed ‘beyond the bricks’ 

and subsequent feedback from teachers. 



 

Pupils will be responsible for: 

• Record in their planners any work that is to be completed. 

• Taking responsibility for their own learning and submitting completed work in a timely 

manner.  

• Having a positive approach towards retrieval practice and understanding its impact on 

their learning. 

• Putting the same effort into work completed ‘beyond the bricks’ as class work.  

• Making sure they understand the tasks that have been set and seeking clarification if 

required. 

• Ensuring that they have everything they need to complete the tasks they have been 

set. 

• Taking pride in the presentation and content of their retrieval practice and performing 

to the best of their abilities.  

The school’s approach to retrieval practice and work ‘beyond the 

bricks’ 

The school understands that setting, marking and providing feedback on work completed 

‘beyond the bricks’ is a large contributor to the workload of teachers; therefore teachers will 

ensure that retrieval practice is only set to positively impact pupils’ progress. 

If a teacher has a query, their Head of Department will offer guidance and support regarding 

the school’s procedures. 

At the beginning of a new school year, each year group will be informed of what is expected 

of them with regards to retrieval practice and will gain an understanding of how this can help 

them make good academic progress. This information is shared in pupils’ planners. 

We are mindful that many parents/carers are keen to know more about what their child is 

learning in school. As such, every fortnight the school website will be updated informing 

parents/carers of the main topics and units of work being taught in each year group through 

the ‘live curriculum’ link. The live curriculum is updated by Heads of Department and posted 

on the school’s website on a Friday afternoon, covering the next fortnight. By providing this 

information, all pupils and parents/carers have a greater awareness of the topics and areas 

they are learning about in school. To visit this part of the school website click here: live 

curriculum 

Pupils will receive retrieval practice tasks to be completed ‘beyond the bricks’ on a weekly 

basis which will be returned at the time and date specified by the class teacher. Pupils will be 

given at least one week to complete their retrieval practice. No work ‘beyond the bricks’ will 

be set over school holidays.   

When paper-based retrieval practice is given, pupils will be offered paper or an exercise book 

to complete their work in, or will be issued with a folder to keep their work neat and organised. 

All pupils have access to a lunchtime study club at school in order to help them complete their 

retrieval practice if they wish to complete this during school time. The club is limited to 30 

pupils per day and pupils are allocated a space on a first come, first served basis. Passes are 

to obtained at breaktime from our Y8 ambassadors, on the day they wish to access the club. 

https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/Curriculum/
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/Curriculum/


 

Pupils will receive a first sitting pass in order to access the club during the second half of 

lunchtime. 

The rota for study club is available every Monday, Wednesday and Friday lunchtime and 

will take place in Room 12. Should demand for study club increase, we may add additional 

access on Tuesdays and Thursdays, subject to staff availability.  

Pupils’ weekly retrieval practice tasks will be designed to take around 30 minutes each (with 

the exception of reading). 

Parents/carers will be encouraged to discuss any errors with their child. If they have any 

queries, they should make a note in their child’s planner, for the attention of a specific subject 

teacher. Feedback from parents/carers about their child’s work will also be welcomed by the 

school. 

Teachers will occasionally set extra work for the whole class if they deem it beneficial. Due to 

the nature of retrieval practice, your child might be set work which does not correlate to what 

they are currently learning about in school. Judgements will also be made regarding what to 

set for homework based on a number of elements. These include: consolidation of current 

learning, revisiting previously learnt content from the current academic year, revisiting 

previously learnt content from the previous academic year.  

The table below shows expected retrieval practice. In KS3, subjects may set work ‘beyond the 

bricks’ in addition to the below activities as and when required.  

Year 
group 

Retrieval Practice tasks 
Approximate 

time 

Total 
per 

week 

5 

Reading  

Spellings 

Writing challenge 

Maths  

45 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

2 hours 
15 

minutes 

6 

Reading  

Spellings 

Writing challenge 

Maths  

45 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

2 hours 
15 

minutes 

7 

Reading  

Writing 

Maths 

French vocabulary 

60 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

2 hours 
30 

minutes 



 

8 

Reading  

Writing 

Maths  

French translation 

60 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

30 minutes/week 

2 hours 
30 

minutes 

Expectations from Maths, English and KS3 French: 

We have listened to pupils’ requests for a reminder at the beginning of the week about when 

homework is due and for homework to be distributed throughout the week so have adjusted 

our timetabled homework in response.  

Maths 

Pupils are expected to complete their maths homework carefully and on time, using it as an 

opportunity to practise and strengthen what they have been learning in class. Maths homework 

will now follow a Wednesday–to-Wednesday model, giving pupils a full week to complete it. 

In KS3, all maths homework is set on the Eedi platform. In KS2, homework may be set on 

Eedi, on paper, or through a mixture of both. Further information will be provided by pupils’ 

maths teachers in their planners. 

 

English 

Success in English begins with curiosity, consistency, and a willingness to read, write, and 

think beyond the classroom. English homework is designed to provide pupils with 

opportunities to develop their contextual knowledge; strengthen and apply their reading and 

writing skills; establish regular reading habits; and foster a lifelong love of reading. 

Our homework expectations are as follows: 

• Year 5 and Year 6 pupils are expected to complete weekly spellings, read 

independently for 45 minutes each week (with reading signed off both at home and in 

school) and complete a weekly writing task. In addition, Year 6 pupils will complete 

tasks on the digital platform SPAG.com. 

• Year 7 and Year 8 pupils are expected to complete 1 hour of independent reading each 

week (also signed off at home and in school) alongside a weekly reading or writing 

task. 

English homework will follow a Monday-to-Monday model, giving a full week to complete it. 

Further information will be provided by pupils’ English teachers in their planners. 

 

KS3 French 

Homework for all pupils in KS3 French is a short set of key vocabulary to learn weekly. These 

words have been carefully selected so pupils are familiarising themselves with content that 



 

we will then meet in class. The vocabulary is tested with a short Google form. Pupils need to 

know the meaning of the word and to be able to spell it reasonably accurately. Our pass rate 

is flexible as we are aware that learning vocabulary is challenging for some. A pass is a score 

of 7+ (this can be achieved by knowing the meanings alone) or improvement on the previous 

weeks score. We expect pupils to spend 30 minutes a week learning the vocabulary. Ideally 

this would be done in short bursts, 3 x 10 minutes for example.  

To support pupils with this we provide practice sets, vocabulary list and audio recordings on 

their Google Classroom. Prior to the test pupils complete a retrieval activity based around the 

vocabulary in class. We find that pupils who do their homework well arrive at lessons with a 

good prior knowledge of the meaning and spelling of key language. They are therefore more 

likely to gain Mastery or Greater Depth at the end of the year.  

French homework will be set on different days for KS3 pupils, depending on when their French 

lessons take place.  

 

Optional work ‘beyond the bricks’  

In addition to the live curriculum documentation, each subject will offer a range of optional 

retrieval tasks to complement pupils’ learning in school, providing the opportunity for pupils to 

further engage in learning and explore subjects more deeply.  These are completely optional 

but will be recognised by teaching staff through integrity and/or tenacity points, ensuring pupils 

receive praise and acknowledgement for going the extra mile in supporting their own learning. 

These are linked below or are accessible from subject pages within the curriculum page on 

the school website.  

Year 5 optional work 
beyond the bricks 

Year 6 optional work 
beyond the bricks 

Year 7 optional work 
beyond the bricks 

Year 8 optional 
work beyond the 

bricks 

Art: link 

Technology: link 

Art: link 

Technology: link 

Art: link 

Technology: link 

Art: link 

Technology: link 

Computing: link Computing: link Computing: link Computing: link 

Drama: link Drama: link Drama: link  

English: link English: link English: link English: link 

  French: link French: link 

Geography: link Geography: link Geography: link Geography: link 

History: link History: link History: link History: link 

Maths: link Maths: link Maths: link Maths: link 

Music: link Music: link Music: link Music: link 

PE/ Games: link PE/ Games: link PE/ Games: link PE/ Games: link 

https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/art___technology/y5_optional/Year_5_Art_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/art___technology/y5_optional/Year_5_Technology_Carousel__Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/art___technology/y6_optional/Year_6_Art_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/art___technology/y6_optional/Year_6_Technology_Carousel_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/art___technology/y7_optional/Year_7_Art_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/art___technology/y7_optional/Year_7_Technology_Carousel_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/art___technology/y8_optional/Year_8_Art_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/art___technology/y8_optional/Year_8_Technology_Carousel_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/computing/optional_5/Year_5_Computing_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/computing/optional_6/Year_6_Computing_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/computing/optional_7/Year_7_Computing_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/computing/optional_8/Year_8_Computing_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/drama/optional_5/Year_5_Drama_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/drama/optional_6/Year_6_Drama.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/drama/optional_7/Year_7_Drama_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/english/optional_5/Year_5_Wonder_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/english/optional_6/Year_6_OOTT_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/english/optional_7/Year_7_OT_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/english/optional_8/Year_8_SH_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/languages/optional_7/Y7_homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/languages/optional_8/Y8_homework.pdf
https://gosforthcms.greenhousecms.co.uk/docs/geography/optional_5_geography/Year_5_Geography_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://gosforthcms.greenhousecms.co.uk/docs/geography/optional_6_geography/Year_6_Geography_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gcms.online/docs/Geography/optional_7_geography/Year_7_Geography_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gcms.online/docs/Geography/optional_8_geography/Year_8_Geography_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/humanities/optional_5_history/Year_5_History_-_Autumn_Term_OH.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/humanities/optional_6_history/Year_6_History_Autumn_-_OH.pdf
https://www.gcms.online/docs/History/optional_7_history/Y7_History_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gcms.online/docs/History/optional_8_history/Y8_History_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/Maths-Optional-Homework/
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/Maths-Optional-Homework/
https://gosforthcms.greenhousecms.co.uk/docs/maths/optional_homework_-_year_7/Year_7_Maths_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://gosforthcms.greenhousecms.co.uk/docs/maths/optional_homework_-_year_8/Year_8_Maths_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/music/optional_5/Year_5_Music_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/music/optional_6/Year_6_Music_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/music/optional_7/Year_7_Music_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/music/optional_8/Year_8_Music_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/pe_and_games/optional_5/Year_5_PE_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/pe_and_games/optional_6/Year_6_PE_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/pe_and_games/optional_7/Year_7_PE_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/pe_and_games/optional_8/Year_8_PE_Optional_Homework.pdf


 

RE: link RE: link  RE: link 

Science: link Science: link Science: link Science: link 

Spanish: link Spanish: link   

 

Absences 

There may be exceptions to the above and the classroom teacher will decide whether retrieval 

practice should be set on a case-by-case basis.  

If a pupil is absent for a long period of time, the teacher and the parents/carers of the pupil will 

agree on what should be done and how much help should be provided.  

Pupils who fail to complete work 

All pupils will be expected to complete compulsory work set ‘beyond the bricks’ on time.  

Teachers will keep records of pupils completing work which are regularly checked.  

If pupils regularly fail to complete work set, they will be directed to the school study club or to 

a catch-up club where they will be supported as necessary. Teachers will contact 

parents/carers to find what the reason is for persistent failure to submit work on time. 

 

    The Use of AI in work completed ‘Beyond the Bricks’ 

School will maintain the following standards for pupils’ homework: 

• It must clearly be their own work 

• Content should not be copied or paraphrased unattributed from any source, including 

AI tools 

• The work should mirror their independent thought and understanding 

Should there be any doubt about the authenticity of a pupil’s work, teaching staff will speak to 

the pupil. This provides an opportunity for the pupil to explain their thought process, thus 

clarifying any ambiguities. 

Pupils with SEND 

A balanced approach to work to be completed ‘beyond the bricks’ will be adopted for pupils 

with SEND, in consultation with the pupil’s parents/carers and the SENCO.  

Where appropriate, the school will set adjusted or specific tasks for pupils with SEND as 

outlined in their support plans.  

 

https://gosforthcms.greenhousecms.co.uk/docs/religious_education/optional_5_re/Year_5_RE_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gcms.online/docs/Religious_Education/optional_6_RE/Year_6_RE_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://gosforthcms.greenhousecms.co.uk/docs/religious_education/optional_8_re/Year_8_RE_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gcms.online/docs/Science/optional_5/Year_5_Science_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gcms.online/docs/Science/optional_6/Year_6_Science_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://gosforthcms.greenhousecms.co.uk/docs/science/optional_7/Year_7_Science_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://gosforthcms.greenhousecms.co.uk/docs/science/optional_8/Year_8_Science_Optional_Homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/languages/optional_5/Y5_homework.pdf
https://www.gosforthcent.newcastle.sch.uk/docs/languages/optional_6/Y6_homework.pdf


 

Equal opportunities  

The school will ensure that it provides the full range of opportunities for all pupils, regardless 

of gender, sex, disability, sexual orientation, ethnicity and social, cultural or religious 

background.  

All pupils will have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless of their 

gender, race, disability or ability.  

Monitoring and review 

This policy is reviewed annually by the Assistant Headteacher. 

Any updates to this policy will be shared with parents/carers, pupils and staff. 

The scheduled review date for this policy is September 2027. 

 


